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March 1, 2007
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE


Sorry we did not get a January Legislative Update out but as you will see in Lynn’s report below, we have been really busy with orienting new staff to adult education and meeting with our partners.  Please accept this combined January/February report.  If you have questions, give me or Lynn a call.
January


On Tuesday, January 23, 2007 we visited with Brad Thomas, the Republican professional staff member responsible for adult education programs.  We presented to him the draft proposal approved by the National Coalition for Literacy as well as our critical issues sheet.  Since he is new to the issue, we also provided him with a fact sheet outlining key facts about adult education and the role it plays in a variety of issues, such a corrections, health care, etc.


On Friday, January 26, 2007 we met with the two Senate staff members taking the lead on adult education reauthorization--J.D. LaRock, Senior Education Advisor to Senator Kennedy on the Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions and Beth Buehlmann, the senior education staff person for Senator Enzi (R-WY).  They started off by telling us that they are working together closely on legislation and want to be on the same page with respect to information, etc.


Since J.D. acknowledged he knew very little about adult education, we went over the Fact Sheet and our proposals in detail when explaining our critical and major issues list, providing him with background and examples.


Both Beth and J.D. asked questions to make sure they understood our concerns.  Beth, who worked on job training issues in the House and also worked for the U.S. Chamber of Congress made several key points on reporting of job retention. She initiated an interesting discussion regarding the job related measures—obtain a job and job retention.  She distinguished between a) measures that were used to measure performance and b) measures used only for reporting.  Her implication is that the job related measures may not be “reporting” measures not “performance measures.”  We will follow up on that discussion.


During our discussion of incentive grants, they mentioned that they had already eliminated this section in the Perkins program and, although they made no guarantees, it is likely it will also be eliminated for adult education.


The Senate is currently working on their WIA reauthorization bill and there are indications they will take up the bill in Committee in the next few months, if not earlier.

February, 2007


On February 1, 2007 we met with Cheryl Keenan, Sue Lui of the OVAE policy office, Dan Miller and Mike Dean at the Department of Education to review our WIA proposal.  We had a very productive discussion.  


On February 15, 2007, we met with Moira Lenehan, who works with Congressman Ruben Hinojosa (D-TX), the new Chairman of the Subcommittee on Higher Education, Lifelong Learning, and Competitiveness Subcommittee, which is responsible for reauthorization of adult education programs.  


Moira had sent over a draft of adult education and family literacy education; an omnibus kind of proposal that included AEFLA issues but also tax proposals for workplace programs.  Israel and Lennox met with Moira in the fall to review her proposal prior to her sending it for drafting.


The purpose of the meeting was to share our comments on the subsequent draft with Moira and to review our WIA reauthorization proposals.


Moira understood our position as set forth in the critical and major issues document and we felt we had her support for many of the proposed changes.  For example, she shares our concern regarding the change in focus for NIFL and would like to get NIFL back on track and focused on adult education.  She also understands our concern over the impact of any decision that would take infrastructure funding out of administrative funds and reduce the ability of states to adequate manage programs.


According to Moira, we may not see any action on WIA reauthorization in the House until later in the year.  She did, however, mention they will be starting from scratch and not from last year’s House bill which, if you remember, had a number of provisions that concerned the Council.  She said there might be a hearing on Title II and she hopes we would be able to highlight some of our issues/concerns at that time.


Most recently, On Tuesday, February 20, we had two key meetings on issues of importance to adult education.


The first meeting was with Muftiah McCartin, the individual responsible for adult education programs on the House Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies.  She works for David Obey (D-WI), the Chairman of the full Appropriations Committee and the Subcommittee as well.


As she was new to the issue of adult education, Lennox and I spent time going over the adult education fact sheet, explaining the need for additional funds and outlining the return on investment in adult education programs.  She was also concerned in the elimination by IES of the adult education research center and requested that we send her additional information.  She mentioned the possibility of asking a question on the adult education research center when the Department of Education comes before the Committee to testify. We also expressed our concern regarding the change in direction of the National Institute for Literacy and she requested additional information on that situation as well. We felt this initial visit went very well. Muftiah is very interested in learning about adult education and we, of course, are very interested in making sure she has the best possible information.


Our next meeting was with Alice Johnson Cain, Senior Education Policy Advisor for K-12 Education for the Education and Labor Committee and Theda Zawaiza, Senior Disability Policy Advisory, who is now the key Democratic staff person responsible for adult education.  As you will recall, Alice is a long-time supporter of adult education programs and previously worked for Senator Paul Simon (D-Ill) and the National Institute for Literacy.


The meeting went very well.  We discussed with them the critical issues document and provided Theda some background information on adult education programs and how they operate.   She indicated some of our concerns with Title I of WIA were similar to those of the Vocational Rehabilitation community, particularly our concerns regarding funding mechanisms for infrastructure.  We explained our proposal for the National Institute for Literacy and Alice suggested some alternatives so that NIFL can once again focus on adult education and we will regain this valuable resource.




Similar to Muftiah, Theda is interested in learning about adult education and said she would review our entire proposal and get back to us if she had questions.  


On March 2, Lennox has set up a tour of a local adult education center for many of the staff mentioned in this document, including all the key staff leadership responsible for reauthorization of the adult education bill: 

Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee

· JD LaRock, Senator Kennedy

· Beth Buehlmann, Senator Enzi

· Crystal Bridgeman, Senator Murray

House Education and Labor Committee

· Theda Zawaiza, Democrat staff

· Brad Thomas, Republican staff


The most positive outcome is that our proposal is now in the hands of key Congressional staff and they are interested in viewing programs and hearing from us before making decisions critical to adult education.
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