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Support Adult Education

March 19, 2007

Dear Colleague,

We are writing today to ask you to join us in sending the attached letter to Chairman Harkin
and Ranking Member Specter, requesting a substantial increase in funding for adult education programs.

As you are aware, adult education programs help adults obtain literacy skills, complete secondary school,
and improve their English literacy - fundamental workforce skills to America remaining competitive in
the growing world economy.

However, according to the 2005 National Assessment of Adult Literacy (NAAL), the National Center for
Education Statistics (NCES) found that 30 million adults are challenged by simple literacy tasks.
Moreover, the unemployment rate of adults without a high school diploma is at least four times that of a
high school graduate. With researchers predicting that as few as 10 percent of all new jobs will be
available to those without a high school diploma, adult education programs are critical to those who need
to obtain the skills required for today's workforce.

Unfortunately, the President's fiscal year 2008 budget proposes to fund adult education at the same level
as 2007, $565 million. While this amount, combined with state and local funds, allows the adult
education system to serve approximately 3 million individuals a year, we anticipate rising inflation costs
will severely restrict the system's ability to serve the growing need for basic adult education. A study
conducted by the National Council of State Directors of Adult Education indicated that approximately
100,000 adults were put on waiting lists for services in the past school year.

The office of Management and Budgets recently released a PART review of adult education which gave
this program a rating of "effective," a rating achieved by only 4 of 89 education programs. With an
increasing demand for education from new immigrants, high school dropouts, the unemployed, workers
whose job skills are outdated, and parents striving to be their child's first and most important teacher, it is
imperative that adult education programs receive additional funding.

I hope you will join us in supporting increased funding for adult education. Please call Livia Lam at 4-
3441 in Senator Cantwell's office or Kristin Smith at 4-5344 in Senator Snowe's office to sign onto the
attached letter.

Sincerely,

~\d~
Maria Cantwell




