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October 15, 2007
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

August/September 2007

APPROPRIATIONS


This week the full Senate takes up the Labor/Health and Human Services/Education bill.  As you will recall, the Senate bill only provides a slight increase for adult education and zero funds Even Start.  I attended a meeting with Senator Harkin, the Chairman of the Subcommittee prior to Labor Day.  At the meeting, he informed stakeholders that he would like to get the bill passed within a week, take it to a quick conference with the House and put it on the President’s desk by the end of the month.  His main interests are in having enough votes to override a Presidential veto and obtaining an overall funding number in conference closer to the House.  The House bill includes $2 billion in spending over and above the Senate levels.  We will be following progress of the bill this week with a view towards alerting the field to weigh in during a House/Senate conference to work out funding differences.  Quick action may be necessary since the Senator told the audience that pre-conference negotiations were already taking place.  The National Coalition for Literacy has written a letter to all Members of the House and Senate Appropriations Committees requesting conferees to accept the House numbers for adult education basic grants and Even Start.

WORKFORCE INVESTMENT ACT

On September 6, Lennox McLendon and I and others from the adult education field met with Michele Varnhagen with the Education and Labor Committee and Moira Lenehan with Congressman Hinojosa (D-TX), Chairman of the Subcommittee responsible for adult education.  Michele is responsible for Title I of WIA and was just made responsible for Title II as well.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the timeline for consideration of WIA and to provide her with information on the field’s position on Title II, the Adult Education and Family Literacy Act.  According to Michele, the Committee will first consider changes to the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (currently known as No Child Left Behind), after which they will consider changes to the Higher Education Act.  Once consideration of these two bills is complete, they will move to consideration of WIA.  She mentioned that WIA might not move quickly if they cannot resolve Title I issues.  We mentioned the possibility of pulling Title II out of the bill in order to get it reauthorized should things bog down over Title I provisions.  Michele and Moira seemed open to the possibility but questioned whether or not the Senate would go along.  It takes a lot of time to prepare legislation and move it through the process and if it is evident that it will not be taken up by the Senate, there is little likelihood the House would move Title II separately.  Lennox and I intended to pose this question to Senate staff in the near future.  The concern, of course, is if WIA is not authorized this year it will not receive consideration during an election year.

Congressman Buck McKeon (R-CA), the Ranking Republican on the Committee, did introduce a reauthorization proposal.  However, this will not be used as the reauthorization vehicle since the Republicans no longer control the House.

EXECUTIVE ORDER

An Executive Order on Strengthening Adult Education was submitted by President Bush on September 27, 2007.  The order states that it is the policy of the United States to use existing Federal programs that serve adults, including new Americans, to strengthen literacy skills, improve opportunities for postsecondary education and employment, and facilitate participation in American life.  It establishes an Adult Education Working Group, consisting of a variety of Departments of the U. S. Government to identify Federal programs that focus primarily on improving the basic education skills of adults, have a goal of transitioning them to postsecondary education, training or employment, etc.  The Working Group is to submit recommendations to heads of the agencies administering the programs. The full text of the Executive Order can be found at http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2007/09/20070927-11.html
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