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July 17, 2007
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

JUNE, 2007
The following is Lynn’s update on recent activities in Congress affecting adult education and family literacy programs:

IMMIGRATION:  As you are probably aware, the Senate has abandoned attempts to pass an immigration bill this year and it is highly unlikely that any action will be taken next year due to the Presidential elections.

APPROPRIATIONS:  There was good news on the appropriations front from the House of Representatives.  Their bill reauthorizing Labor, Health and Human Services and Education programs provided a nice increase for adult education basic grants, from $563,975,000 to $588,975,000.

There was a decrease in funding for national leadership activities.  The committee recommended a funding level of $7 million, a drop from the current level of $9,005,000. 

 The committee also provided a slight increase for the National Institute for Literacy, from $6,583,000 to $6,638,000. 

The House bill also provided an increase in funding for Even Start, from $82,283,000 to $99,000,000. 

 The House bill is scheduled to be considered by the full House of Representatives this week.

The Senate Committee on Appropriations also completed work on its version of the bill. Contrary to the House, the Senate zero funded Even Start.  After the subcommittee markup, the National Coalition for Literacy s ent a letter to each member of the Appropriations Committee expressing disappointment in their action to eliminate funding for Even Start.  A copy of this letter can be found on the NCL website at     MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor www.national-coalition-literacy.org/testimony.html
. It is our hope that funding for Even Start will be restored during debate by the full Senate.

As reported by the Senate panel, the bill also provides a slight increase in adult education state grants, from $563,975,000 to $564,074,000.  The bill also makes changes to funding for national leadership activities and the National Institute for Literacy identical to the House numbers.

 Ultimately, the funding for both adult education and Even Start will be decided during a House-Senate conference to resolve differences between the two versions of the legislation.

Of interest to state directors is language included in the committee report accompanying the Senate Labor-HHS-Education bill:

The Committee encourages the Secretary to evaluate and report on whether the amount of funding for State grants that is allowed to be set aside for State leadership activities and State program administration is appropriate and how these set-asides impact the assistance reaching students. The Committee expects the Department to include the requested information in the fiscal year 2009 budget justification.

WORKFORCE INVESTMENT ACT:  On June 28, Lennox and I attended a hearing held by the Education and Labor Committee's Subcommittee on Higher Education, Lifelong Learning and Competitiveness on the "Workforce Investment Act: Recommendations to Improve the Effectiveness of Job Training."  You can find testimony from the hearing at    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://edworkforce.house.gov/committee/hearings.shtml

The only witness who really discussed adult education was Sandra Baxter, director of the National Institute for Literacy, although Evelyn Ganzglass, director of workforce development at CLASP, who indicated they would like to see a stronger connection between adult education and the Workforce Investment Act Title I and  more occupational training, particularly with the ESL population.

Dr. Baxter provided the Committee with a brief overview of adult education, its needs and its successes and briefly described some of the work of the Institute.  During the question-and-answer period after Ms. Baxter's testimony, Rep. Bobby Scott (D-VA) questioned asked if education and training should be part of welfare reform or whether we should just put people in jobs. Sandra Baxter replied that getting a job is a start, but individuals must attain skills to allow them to progress. She said education and literacy needs should not be forgotten in the consideration of workforce development and other areas where adult education plays a role. 

Further hearings are expected on WIA reauthorization that will focus more on adult education.

EVEN START:  As you are aware, Congress is in the process of reauthorizing the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, currently known as the No Child Left Behind Act.  Even Start is one of the programs covered by the Act.  A group of organizations involved in family literacy developed a proposal for changes to strengthen Even Start and address criticisms of the program.  Reps. John Yarmuth (D-KY) and Todd Platts (R-PA) will be introducing this proposal in Congress.  
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