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December 30, 2007
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

DECEMBER, 2007

The President has now signed the omnibus bill appropriation providing funds for a variety of programs, including adult education and Even Start.

Although adult education started the year on a positive note, with the House recommending a funding increase of $25 million, it ended the year with a cut of $9,853,000.  As a result, our funding dropped from $563,975,000 in 2007 to $554,122,000 for 2008.

After the President vetoed the conference agreement providing funding for the Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services and Education (and Congress failed to override the veto), Congress entered negotiations with the White House in order to reach agreement with the President.  The final agreement included an across-the-board funding cut of 1.747% for most programs.  Even Start, however, saw a slight funding increase over the $62,640,000 provided for the program in the original conference agreement vetoed by the President.  The omnibus bill provided $66,454,000 for Even Start.  This was, however, still a reduction of $15,829,000 from the 2007 funding level for Even Start ($82,283,000).

Likewise, funding for National programs was reduced from $9,005,000 for 2007 to $6,878,000 for 2008 (this includes the across-the-board cut).

Finally, funding for the National Institute for Literacy was cut from $6,583,000 in 2007 to $6,468,000 for 2008.

In the coming weeks, we will be discussing a strategy for our efforts to obtain additional funds for adult education for fiscal year 2009.  As always, your help is instrumental in our efforts.
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