Date:
March 24, 2009

To:       Single Point of Contact Network

From:   Art Ellison, Policy Committee Chair, National Council of State Directors of Adult Education

Re:        Mobilization:  Campaign for Increased Adult Education Funding-FY10

  We have reached the critical point in our advocacy work with the new political alignment and process in Washington.  The opportunity is within our reach to move adult education to the forefront in the policy and funding discussions on the national level. This alert asks all of us to mobilize our field to the degree that we achieved four years ago when we restored $363 million in proposed cuts to our programs. Our advocacy experience over the past four years has laid the groundwork for our effort in the next few weeks. 

  President Obama will send his Fiscal Year 2010 budget proposal to Congress on April 21, 2009. Efforts have already started in Congress to prepare the Congressional response to the President’s budget and we are part of that effort with our work on the Grijalva Dear Colleague letter. We must now let the members of Congress know that adult education must be a high priority for increased federal support. 

  The key to our work at this time is a massive campaign which carries the message of increased federal support for adult education to all members of the US House and Senate.  We will be successful only if WE INVOLVE STUDENTS in this action.  

  The strategy for our current work is to have as many people as possible, the goal is 500 contacts per Congressional district and 5,000 for each Senator in the larger states contact their Member of the House and two Senators with the message to increase funding for adult education in the FY10 appropriation bill.   The goal of the campaign is an increase to $750 million. This figure can be the included in any contacts, but contacts that simply ask for an increase in adult education funding are also acceptable. 

 There are a variety of ways for our networks to make these contacts. Letters that are faxed or emailed to the Washington offices are appropriate. The most powerful student letters focus on: the reason that the student enrolled in adult education, their plans after they graduate and the request for additional funding or an increase to $750 million. It is also appropriate to make the contact over the telephone with the appropriate Washington office. Callers should identify themselves as a student, staff, or friend of adult education and make the request for additional funding.  Remember that all contacts for members of the House should only come from residents of that Congressional district.

All of the Washington websites of members of Congress allow constituents to post a message to their attention. This is a great way to make the contact. The easiest way to access the two sites is to Google:  Write Your Representative, for the House members and US Senate: Senators Home, for members of the Senate. Both of those websites will allow you to click onto the individual members pages, and then you will find a Contact your Member of Congress link in which you can type the message. You can also access member’s websites through www.ncladvocacy.org which has an interactive map from TESOL and through Proliteracy’s http://capwiz.com/proliteracy.   

It is very important that we start this campaign now. We would like to have the bulk of the contacts taking place before April 21, 2009. 

Thank you again for your continued commitment through advocacy to our students
