Support Literacy and Language Acquisition Programs

Dear Colleague:

Join me in sending the following letter to appropriators supporting literacy and language acquisition programs for children and adults.  We are requesting $750 million for Adult Basic Literacy Education Grants under Title II of WIA and $850 million for Language Acquisition Grants under Title III of ESEA.  

These funds are imperative to help ensure that more American workers are prepared for jobs that require higher levels of English and literacy skills and will help to ensure that schools and teachers have the tools they need to provide English language learners (ELLs) with effective education services that will prepare them for the workforce.

Adult literacy training is necessary for workforce improvement, especially considering the current state of our economy and the needs of our workforce.  As of 2005, one in five adults between the ages of 18 and 65 spoke a language other than English at home and more than 17 million in this age group spoke English less than “very well.”  If we want a strong 21st Century workforce, we must invest needed resources to make it happen.

We must also make a commitment to provide resources for language acquisition to our school age population.  English language learners are one of the fastest growing populations in our school system.  There are over 5 million ELLs currently attending U.S. public schools, constituting more than 10% of the total U.S. student population.  Our current federal commitment to English Language Learners is only $163 per student.  This is couple with state cuts to these programs all across the country.

Please join us today, and help our children and adult get the language acquisition and literacy services they need to succeed and prosper.

If you would like to sign the letter or have any questions, please contact Joseph Mais at 5-2435 or at joseph.mais@mail.house.gov.  

Sincerely,

Raúl M. Grijalva

March XX, 2009

The Honorable David R. Obey, Chairman

House Appropriations Committee


Subcommittee on Labor, Health and


Human Services, Education and Related

Agencies




   

2358 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC  20515



The Honorable Todd Tiahrt, Ranking Member 

House Appropriations Committee
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and
Human Services, Education and Related
Agencies
1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
Dear Chairman Obey and Ranking Member Tiahrt:

We are writing to urge you in the FY10 Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies Appropriations bill to provide $750 million for Adult Basic Literacy Education Grants under Title II of WIA and $850 million for Language Acquisition Grants under Title III of ESEA.

These funds are imperative to help ensure that more American workers are prepared for jobs that require higher levels of English and literacy skills and will help to ensure that schools and teachers have the tools they need to provide English language learners (ELLs) with effective education services that will prepare them for the workforce.

Providing the much needed funding for adult education and English language acquisition in WIA will address a skills gap in our workforce.  As of 2005, one in five adults between the ages of 18 and 65 spoke a language other than English at home and more than 17 million in this age group spoke English less than “very well.”  According to the Migration Policy Institute, 50% of limited English proficient (LEP) adults report having nine or fewer years of education and 64% have less than a high school degree.  Only 18% have any post-secondary education.

English language learners are one of the fastest growing populations in our school system.  There are over 5 million ELLs currently attending U.S. public schools, constituting more than 10% of the total U.S. student population.  A substantial majority of K-12 ELLs are native-born U.S. citizens.  Unfortunately, state and local funds for ELLs are likely to be reduced or eliminated during the current economic downturn.  Title III of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, which provides federal funds to support English language development and academic services for ELLs, currently provides an average of only $163 per ELL student.  At this rate, few teachers can get the support they need to effectively serve ELLs. 
Increasing the funding for these two programs, $750 million for Adult Basic Literacy Education Grants under Title II of WIA and $850 million for Language Acquisition Grants under Title III of ESEA, will help to address the needs of a growing population of ELLs and LEPs in our nation.  A strong commitment to these programs will help us to grow a more robust and capable workforce and will help us to fulfill our commitment to our young students to a rigorous education.

Thank you for your consideration.

