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November 24, 2008

The Honorable George Miller, Chairman

Committee on Education and Labor

2205 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

As you consider elements of an economic stimulus package, we encourage you not to overlook the importance of adult education.

If we are going to put Americans back to work, we need to ensure they have both the academic and job skills necessary to keep our country strong.  And yet, the most recent National Assessment of Adult Literacy tells us that approximately 93 million adult Americans have literacy deficiencies which inhibit them reaching their full potential and 30 million of those adults do not have the basic skills necessary to function in society.

States across the country are dealing with waiting lists for services from adults who want to obtain a high school diploma, upgrade their skills or learn English in order to obtain a job, attend a job training program or advance to postsecondary education.  Another group of individuals are currently employed but have skills that do not match the demands of an increasingly technological workplace.

If we are going to reclaim our place in the world workplace, we must have a well-educated and well-trained workforce.  As you consider investing in programs to stimulate economic growth, we encourage you to invest in adult education.  The return on investment helps individuals, helps families, and helps our country.

I serve as the Ohio state director, and I also am Chair of the National Council of State Directors of Adult Education (www.ncsdae.org) which represents the state directors in the states and territories who serve two and a half million adult learners.  Our members provide quality adult education and family literacy services and welcome the opportunity to share their experience and expertise with you.

If you would like to discuss these issues, please contact Dr. Lennox McLendon in our Washington office at dc2@ncsdae.org or 202.624.5250.

Sincerely,

Denise Pottmeyer
Chair
Cc:
The Honorable Howard McKeon
The Honorable Ruben Hinojosa

The Honorable Ric Keller

The Honorable Edward Kennedy

The Honorable Michael B. Enzi

The Honorable Patty Murray

The Honorable Johnny Isakson

November 24, 2008

The Honorable Howard O. McKeon

Ranking Minority Member

Committee on Education and Labor

2351 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. McKeon:

As you consider elements of an economic stimulus package, we encourage you not to overlook the importance of adult education.

If we are going to put Americans back to work, we need to ensure they have both the academic and job skills necessary to keep our country strong.  And yet, the most recent National Assessment of Adult Literacy tells us that approximately 93 million adult Americans have literacy deficiencies which inhibit them reaching their full potential and 30 million of those adults do not have the basic skills necessary to function in society.

States across the country are dealing with waiting lists for services from adults who want to obtain a high school diploma, upgrade their skills or learn English in order to obtain a job, attend a job training program or advance to postsecondary education.  Another group of individuals are currently employed but have skills that do not match the demands of an increasingly technological workplace.

If we are going to reclaim our place in the world workplace, we must have a well-educated and well-trained workforce.  As you consider investing in programs to stimulate economic growth, we encourage you to invest in adult education.  The return on investment helps individuals, helps families, and helps our country.

I serve as the Ohio state director, and I also am Chair of the National Council of State Directors of Adult Education (www.ncsdae.org) which represents the state directors in the states and territories who serve two and a half million adult learners.  Our members provide quality adult education and family literacy services and welcome the opportunity to share their experience and expertise with you.

If you would like to discuss these issues, please contact Dr. Lennox McLendon in our Washington office at dc2@ncsdae.org or 202.624.5250.

Sincerely,

Denise Pottmeyer

Chair

Cc:
The Honorable George Miller
The Honorable Ruben Hinojosa

The Honorable Ric Keller

The Honorable Edward Kennedy

The Honorable Michael B. Enzi

The Honorable Patty Murray

The Honorable Johnny Isakson

November 24, 2008

The Honorable Rebuen Hinojosa, Chairman

Subcommittee on Higher Education, Lifelong Learning, and Competitiveness
2463 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:
As you consider elements of an economic stimulus package, we encourage you not to overlook the importance of adult education.

If we are going to put Americans back to work, we need to ensure they have both the academic and job skills necessary to keep our country strong.  And yet, the most recent National Assessment of Adult Literacy tells us that approximately 93 million adult Americans have literacy deficiencies which inhibit them reaching their full potential and 30 million of those adults do not have the basic skills necessary to function in society.

States across the country are dealing with waiting lists for services from adults who want to obtain a high school diploma, upgrade their skills or learn English in order to obtain a job, attend a job training program or advance to postsecondary education.  Another group of individuals are currently employed but have skills that do not match the demands of an increasingly technological workplace.

If we are going to reclaim our place in the world workplace, we must have a well-educated and well-trained workforce.  As you consider investing in programs to stimulate economic growth, we encourage you to invest in adult education.  The return on investment helps individuals, helps families, and helps our country.

I serve as the Ohio state director, and I also am Chair of the National Council of State Directors of Adult Education (www.ncsdae.org) which represents the state directors in the states and territories who serve two and a half million adult learners.  Our members provide quality adult education and family literacy services and welcome the opportunity to share their experience and expertise with you.

If you would like to discuss these issues, please contact Dr. Lennox McLendon in our Washington office at dc2@ncsdae.org or 202.624.5250.

Sincerely,

Denise Pottmeyer

Chair

Cc:
The Honorable Howard McKeon

The Honorable George Miller
The Honorable Ric Keller

The Honorable Edward Kennedy

The Honorable Michael B. Enzi

The Honorable Patty Murray

The Honorable Johnny Isakson

November 24, 2008

The Honorable Ric Keller

Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Higher Education, Lifelong Learning, and Competitiveness 

418 Canon House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Keller:
As you consider elements of an economic stimulus package, we encourage you not to overlook the importance of adult education.

If we are going to put Americans back to work, we need to ensure they have both the academic and job skills necessary to keep our country strong.  And yet, the most recent National Assessment of Adult Literacy tells us that approximately 93 million adult Americans have literacy deficiencies which inhibit them reaching their full potential and 30 million of those adults do not have the basic skills necessary to function in society.

States across the country are dealing with waiting lists for services from adults who want to obtain a high school diploma, upgrade their skills or learn English in order to obtain a job, attend a job training program or advance to postsecondary education.  Another group of individuals are currently employed but have skills that do not match the demands of an increasingly technological workplace.

If we are going to reclaim our place in the world workplace, we must have a well-educated and well-trained workforce.  As you consider investing in programs to stimulate economic growth, we encourage you to invest in adult education.  The return on investment helps individuals, helps families, and helps our country.

I serve as the Ohio state director, and I also am Chair of the National Council of State Directors of Adult Education (www.ncsdae.org) which represents the state directors in the states and territories who serve two and a half million adult learners.  Our members provide quality adult education and family literacy services and welcome the opportunity to share their experience and expertise with you.

If you would like to discuss these issues, please contact Dr. Lennox McLendon in our Washington office at dc2@ncsdae.org or 202.624.5250.

Sincerely,

Denise Pottmeyer

Chair

Cc:
The Honorable Howard McKeon

The Honorable Ruben Hinojosa

The Honorable George Miller
The Honorable Edward Kennedy

The Honorable Michael B. Enzi

The Honorable Patty Murray

The Honorable Johnny Isakson

November 24, 2008

The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy, Chairman

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
SR-317 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510
Dear Mr. Chairman:
As you consider elements of an economic stimulus package, we encourage you not to overlook the importance of adult education.

If we are going to put Americans back to work, we need to ensure they have both the academic and job skills necessary to keep our country strong.  And yet, the most recent National Assessment of Adult Literacy tells us that approximately 93 million adult Americans have literacy deficiencies which inhibit them reaching their full potential and 30 million of those adults do not have the basic skills necessary to function in society.

States across the country are dealing with waiting lists for services from adults who want to obtain a high school diploma, upgrade their skills or learn English in order to obtain a job, attend a job training program or advance to postsecondary education.  Another group of individuals are currently employed but have skills that do not match the demands of an increasingly technological workplace.

If we are going to reclaim our place in the world workplace, we must have a well-educated and well-trained workforce.  As you consider investing in programs to stimulate economic growth, we encourage you to invest in adult education.  The return on investment helps individuals, helps families, and helps our country.

I serve as the Ohio state director, and I also am Chair of the National Council of State Directors of Adult Education (www.ncsdae.org) which represents the state directors in the states and territories who serve two and a half million adult learners.  Our members provide quality adult education and family literacy services and welcome the opportunity to share their experience and expertise with you.

If you would like to discuss these issues, please contact Dr. Lennox McLendon in our Washington office at dc2@ncsdae.org or 202.624.5250.

Sincerely,

Denise Pottmeyer

Chair

Cc:
The Honorable Howard McKeon

The Honorable Ruben Hinojosa

The Honorable Ric Keller

The Honorable George Miller
The Honorable Michael B. Enzi

The Honorable Patty Murray

The Honorable Johnny Isakson

November 24, 2008

The Honorable Michael B. Enzi
Ranking Minority Member

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 

SR-379A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Dear Senator Enzi:
As you consider elements of an economic stimulus package, we encourage you not to overlook the importance of adult education.

If we are going to put Americans back to work, we need to ensure they have both the academic and job skills necessary to keep our country strong.  And yet, the most recent National Assessment of Adult Literacy tells us that approximately 93 million adult Americans have literacy deficiencies which inhibit them reaching their full potential and 30 million of those adults do not have the basic skills necessary to function in society.

States across the country are dealing with waiting lists for services from adults who want to obtain a high school diploma, upgrade their skills or learn English in order to obtain a job, attend a job training program or advance to postsecondary education.  Another group of individuals are currently employed but have skills that do not match the demands of an increasingly technological workplace.

If we are going to reclaim our place in the world workplace, we must have a well-educated and well-trained workforce.  As you consider investing in programs to stimulate economic growth, we encourage you to invest in adult education.  The return on investment helps individuals, helps families, and helps our country.

I serve as the Ohio state director, and I also am Chair of the National Council of State Directors of Adult Education (www.ncsdae.org) which represents the state directors in the states and territories who serve two and a half million adult learners.  Our members provide quality adult education and family literacy services and welcome the opportunity to share their experience and expertise with you.

If you would like to discuss these issues, please contact Dr. Lennox McLendon in our Washington office at dc2@ncsdae.org or 202.624.5250.

Sincerely,

Denise Pottmeyer

Chair

Cc:
The Honorable Howard McKeon

The Honorable Ruben Hinojosa

The Honorable Ric Keller

The Honorable Edward Kennedy

The Honorable George Miller
The Honorable Patty Murray

The Honorable Johnny Isakson

November 24, 2008

The Honorable Patty Murray, Chairman

Subcommittee on Employment and Workplace Safety
SR-173 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510
Dear Madam. Chairwoman:
As you consider elements of an economic stimulus package, we encourage you not to overlook the importance of adult education.

If we are going to put Americans back to work, we need to ensure they have both the academic and job skills necessary to keep our country strong.  And yet, the most recent National Assessment of Adult Literacy tells us that approximately 93 million adult Americans have literacy deficiencies which inhibit them reaching their full potential and 30 million of those adults do not have the basic skills necessary to function in society.

States across the country are dealing with waiting lists for services from adults who want to obtain a high school diploma, upgrade their skills or learn English in order to obtain a job, attend a job training program or advance to postsecondary education.  Another group of individuals are currently employed but have skills that do not match the demands of an increasingly technological workplace.

If we are going to reclaim our place in the world workplace, we must have a well-educated and well-trained workforce.  As you consider investing in programs to stimulate economic growth, we encourage you to invest in adult education.  The return on investment helps individuals, helps families, and helps our country.

I serve as the Ohio state director, and I also am Chair of the National Council of State Directors of Adult Education (www.ncsdae.org) which represents the state directors in the states and territories who serve two and a half million adult learners.  Our members provide quality adult education and family literacy services and welcome the opportunity to share their experience and expertise with you.

If you would like to discuss these issues, please contact Dr. Lennox McLendon in our Washington office at dc2@ncsdae.org or 202.624.5250.

Sincerely,

Denise Pottmeyer

Chair

Cc:
The Honorable Howard McKeon

The Honorable Ruben Hinojosa

The Honorable Ric Keller

The Honorable Edward Kennedy

The Honorable Michael B. Enzi

The Honorable George Miller
The Honorable Johnny Isakson

November 24, 2008

The Honorable Johnny Isakson

Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Employment and Workplace Safety

SR-120 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Madam. Chairwoman:

As you consider elements of an economic stimulus package, we encourage you not to overlook the importance of adult education.

If we are going to put Americans back to work, we need to ensure they have both the academic and job skills necessary to keep our country strong.  And yet, the most recent National Assessment of Adult Literacy tells us that approximately 93 million adult Americans have literacy deficiencies which inhibit them reaching their full potential and 30 million of those adults do not have the basic skills necessary to function in society.

States across the country are dealing with waiting lists for services from adults who want to obtain a high school diploma, upgrade their skills or learn English in order to obtain a job, attend a job training program or advance to postsecondary education.  Another group of individuals are currently employed but have skills that do not match the demands of an increasingly technological workplace.

If we are going to reclaim our place in the world workplace, we must have a well-educated and well-trained workforce.  As you consider investing in programs to stimulate economic growth, we encourage you to invest in adult education.  The return on investment helps individuals, helps families, and helps our country.

I serve as the Ohio state director, and I also am Chair of the National Council of State Directors of Adult Education (www.ncsdae.org) which represents the state directors in the states and territories who serve two and a half million adult learners.  Our members provide quality adult education and family literacy services and welcome the opportunity to share their experience and expertise with you.

If you would like to discuss these issues, please contact Dr. Lennox McLendon in our Washington office at dc2@ncsdae.org or 202.624.5250.

Sincerely,

Denise Pottmeyer

Chair

Cc:
The Honorable Howard McKeon

The Honorable Ruben Hinojosa

The Honorable Ric Keller

The Honorable Edward Kennedy

The Honorable Michael B. Enzi

The Honorable Patty Murray

The Honorable George Miller
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