Subject: US House and Senate Appropriations Sub‑Committee Level Fund

Adult Education for FY09

Importance: High

To:    Single Point of Contact Network

  Both the House and Senate Appropriations Sub‑Committees on Labor,

Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies have reported

out their appropriation levels for FY09 for all programs under their

jurisdiction. Both Sub‑Committees level funded adult education.

 This is a major disappointment for our field, particularly because

these decisions were made in spite of very intensive and direct advocacy

work undertaken by the state networks across the country and in

particular, the state networks with members on these two sub‑committees.

This is a very difficult political climate in which to gain substantial

support for increases in funding, but nevertheless we hoped and expected

more. 

  We will use our experience and our work during the past year to

continue to build the necessary networks to insure that, under a new

administration and with some significant changes in Congress, we will

have much greater success in the next year.  Over the past twelve months

we have significantly strengthened our connections with key members of

Congress. These connections will be an integral part of our work in the

next budget cycle. 

 The Policy Committee of the State Directors will conduct a

comprehensive review of our work over the past twelve months with a

focus on identifying the both the strengths and weaknesses of our

advocacy system. You are welcome to join in that process. Please feel

free to contact me with any observations, suggestions or recommendations

 Those of us who have been involved in this work over the years

understand that there will be ups and downs in the process. While it is

sometimes difficult to see, it is clear that over the long haul we are

getting better and better at advocating on behalf of our students and

they are getting better at advocating for themselves. Thank you for your

continued commitment to this effort.  I look forward to working with you

in the coming years as we continue to move adult education forward into

the national consciousness of our policy makers and the general public.

Art Ellison, Policy Committee Chair, National Council of State Directors

of Adult Education
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