Subject: Platform Plank in Republican and Democratic Party Platforms

  Many of you are aware that a small group of adult educators has been

working to get a commitment from each Presidential candidate to make

adult education a high priority when they take office.  At this point in

time the strongest statements of support have come from Senator Obama

and former Senator Edwards, (who has withdrawn from the race).

  As part of this effort to gain support for our work on the national

level the Literacy President group is trying to get a plank supporting

adult education into the national platform of each party. The platforms

are created and then approved as part of the national conventions of

each party, (Democrats‑August and Republicans in September).  In order

to make this happen we need to identify the actual delegates that will

be attending the conventions. 

  You can help in this effort by taking the actions below:

1.
Access the Republican and Democratic State Party websites in

your state. 

2.
Find the names of the delegates that have been elected from your

state. (There are 12 states that have not yet held primaries/caucuses)

3.
Circulate the names of the delegates to your adult education

network to see where we might have connections

4.
Send the names of any identified delegates to me.

   We will be developing a strategy to work with those delegates that

have some connection to adult educators and our programs to insure that

support for adult education is reflected in each party's platform.

Again, thanks for your continued commitment to our work.    Art
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