Letter for newly elected legislators:

November 9, 2006

(customized to legislator – different version for each re-elected rep, according to my experiences with her/him)

Dear Representative (…….),

On behalf of the Board, students and staff here at the Center, my congratulations on your election to the New Hampshire House.  I look forward to working with you to continue to provide adult literacy services throughout Strafford County.

First, please feel free to come by the Center at any time to visit classes, learn more about our programming and witness our staff and students in action.  Our mission is to help adults become better prepared for success in life as productive people in the workplace, successful family members and engaged citizens.

While I think the Center is well known and appreciated, the scope of what we do is often not so well known.

· Last school year we provided adult literacy services to 1,187 individuals who either did not have a high school credential or whose skills in math, writing or both were below the 8th grade level.

· We provided classes in Dover, Rochester, Farmington, Durham and at the Strafford County House of Corrections.  Classes offered are either adult basic education or English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL).

· Last school year we had ESOL students from 49 different countries.

· This past June we graduated 232 individuals, 220 with a GED and 12 with an Adult High School Diploma.

To grow our economy, enhance the skills of our workforce and provide the opportunity for financial self-sufficiency to those on the lowest rungs of the economic ladder, adult education is crucial.  I am hopeful that adult literacy will be one of your priorities as you assume your new role.

Best wishes,

Jim Verschueren , Executive Director
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