To:          SPOC Network

From:     Art Ellison, Chair, Policy Committee, National Council of

State Directors of Adult Education

Re:         Visits by Members of Congress to Local Adult Education

Programs

 A major goal of our current campaign to increase the visibility of

adult education on the national level is to get every member of Congress

into an adult education program sometime before November, 2008.  We want

to try for all 435 members of the House and the 100 members of the

Senate and we definitely need to make this happen with the 17 members of

the House Appropriations Sub‑Committee on Labor, Health and Human

Services, Education and Related Agencies and the 15 members of the

similar Senate sub‑committee.

The next Congressional recess when most of the members of Congress will

be back in their states and districts is scheduled for Feb. 18‑22, 2008.

The procedure for inviting a member to visit is to call their Washington

office and ask for their scheduler. This call should be made by the

principle adult education contact in the district or state. If the

scheduler cannot commit the member to a visit at this time because they

are still working on the schedule the adult education contact person

should call back in two weeks with the same request. As you know a visit

to an adult education program is the most powerful way to establish or

strengthen the connection between our students and members of Congress. 

If a visit cannot be scheduled for this upcoming recess, our fallback

position is to ask if a small group of adult educators/students can meet

with the Senator or Representative in his or her home office. Members of

Congress routinely meet with groups of constituents when they are home.

If a meeting can be arranged there should be some strategic planning by

the adult education team on which adult educators and which students

should be part of the same team.  You will probably get no more than 15

or 20 minutes with the member so preparation for the visit is very

important. 

 We will try to track our numbers on this part of the campaign.   Please

let me know if I can be of assistance. 

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑
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