Adults left behind?
EDUCATION Indiana, Illinois officials predict program cuts if they lose percentage of funding
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	Adult education programs that reach those trying to learn English or earn their high school degree could face massive cuts in federal dollars.

President Bush recommended in his proposed budget a 65 percent cut in federal dollars states receive for adult education, which would take the budget from $569.7 million to $200 million, according to the Indiana Department of Education.

Jim Bradshaw, spokesman for the U.S. Department of Education, said the proposed cut is based on research evaluating the programs' effectiveness.

"This request is consistent with the administration's goal of decreasing funding for programs with limited impact ...," Bradshaw said.

Earlier this month, the House Appropriations Subcommittee recommended rejecting Bush's proposal for adult education, which adult education officials call a small victory. But the House and Senate still must address the issue.

Illinois and Indiana's adult education programs would lose about three-fourths of what they now receive in federal dollars if Bush's recommendation wins approval.

Specifically, Indiana would face a 74 percent cut, or a loss of $7 million of the $10 million it receives in federal funding. Illinois would face a 73 percent cut, or lose $17 million of the $23 million it receives in federal money.

Supporters of adult education programs plan to protest the proposed cuts today in such places as Chicago, New York and Boston. A local contingency will leave at 9 a.m. from Hammond Work One, at 165th Street and Columbia Avenue, and head to the regional U.S. Department of Education office in Chicago.

If the cuts happen it could mean local program cuts and changes in service, education officials say.

The Center for Law and Social Policy estimates nearly 500,000 people would be denied literacy, adult basic education, GED and English as a Second Language services due to the president's proposed cuts.

More than 51 million out-of-school youth and adults lack a high school diploma or GED, and 29 million need English language services, according to the center.

"It will be devastating," said Sarah Hawker, vice president for adult education and workforce development for the Illinois Community College Board. "There is no doubt that we would have to cut services to students."

Hawker said the demand for services is so great there is a waiting list for the state's adult education programs. About 2 million people in Illinois don't have basic literacy skills or a high school diploma, she said.

Indiana adult education programs face a difficult situation because state funding hasn't increased in eight years, including what was appropriated in the recently passed budget, said Linda Warner, director of the Division of Adult Education for the Indiana Department of Education.

Between July 2003 and June 2004, 4,774 people were enrolled in Northwest Indiana adult education programs that receive federal funding, according to the Indiana Department of Education.

The Portage Adult Education program spans six counties and graduates about 350 students a year with a GED or regular high school diploma, Director Linda Friedrich said.

"We see people come in that feel like they have nothing to offer or life is offering them nothing. Suddenly everything changes," Friedrich said. "They want to continue to go on and do better things with their lives."

Whiting resident Sara Phelps came to the United States from Honduras about eight years ago. She spoke no English except for such words and phrases as yes, thank you, how much, good morning and good night.

About a year and a half ago she started taking adult education courses through the School City of Hammond's program. Today she speaks English, and her teacher told her she can probably get her GED in December.

"I'm going because I didn't get an education when I was young," said Phelps, the mother of four children. "I go there because I need an education to try to reach my dreams. ... If I didn't have the area career center I would be just a housewife. I think I'd be lost because of my English. My language is improving. It is not enough. I am very hungry for learning."

Hammond resident Carl Wolf, one of the organizers of today's local effort, said he got involved because of a friend and because he has a drive to promote social justice issues.

"On the one hand they recruit people such as these to fight in the wars," Wolf said. "Yet on the other hand when working people want to get their GED or improve their education they do not give them the opportunity to do that. It's a real shame the war is more important than education to the federal government."




