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INTERGENERATIONAL LITERACY

Issue: In order to break the cycle of illiteracy, we must ensure parents who lack a high school diploma or have low levels of literacy have access to high quality adult education or family literacy programs.  Without strong parental support, many children will continue to be left behind, eventually dropping out and joining the ranks of the unemployed and underemployed.  Family literacy programs work with parents and children at the same time empowering parents to become their child’s first and most important teacher and breaking cycles of illiteracy. 

Discussion:
· One in every 5 adults in America (42 million) has not finished high school.  Many of these adults are parents who lack the skills to be their child’s first and most important teacher.

· Children’s literacy levels are strongly linked to the educational level of their parents, especially their mothers.  The higher the mother’s educational level, the better the child performs on tests and in school.

· Children whose mothers complete high school 

· earn higher scores on national achievement tests.

· perform better in school that those who mothers did not graduate from high school.

· Children of parents who are unemployed and have not completed high school are five times more likely to drop out than children of employed parents.

· The majority of family literacy participants lack a high school diploma or GED.  In 1997, only 15% of Even Start parents had a high school diploma or GED.

· Reading to a child increases their vocabulary and helps prepare them for school.  Only 39% of 3-5 year-old children whose mothers lack a high school diploma were read to daily.  In contrast, 71% of children of college-graduate mothers were read to daily.

Proposed Solution: 
Ensure access to adult education and family literacy programs to guarantee parents have the basic skills to prepare their children to enter school and help them with their homework.  

Support an incremental increase in adult education funding to $1 billion over a period of four years and an increase of $50 million per year in Even Start funding.  
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