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ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES (ESOL)



Issue: The fastest growing segment of the U.S. population is immigrants.  In the decade separating the 1990 and 2000 Census, our foreign-born residents and citizens grew from 19.8 million to 31.1 million – a 57% increase!  We need to ensure that all immigrants have opportunities to learn the English language other basic skills they require to fully participate in their new country.

Discussion: 

· The imperatives for immigrants to develop strong English language and basic skills have changed dramatically over the past three decades.  The most rapidly growing sectors of our economy demand high levels of fluency in English and reading.  Further, the ability to write and compute at levels expected of a high school graduate is key to attaining jobs at family-sustaining wages.

· Immigrants account for 42 percent of the current enrollment in federally supported adult education programs (1.2 million currently participate). However, in many states there are long waiting lists for ESOL students.

· An estimated 15 million limited English proficient adults could benefit from adult ESOL services.

. 

· Adult education provides quality English language and civic literacy instruction to immigrants throughout the country, helping them to meet work, family, and community responsibilities and opportunities.  

· Assisting limited English proficient adults will also help ensure their children do not fall behind in school.  Education reform has dramatically increased the role that parents must play for their children to keep pace with their peers and succeed in school.  If immigrant parents cannot assist their children with their schoolwork, it can be detrimental to their long-term academic achievement.

· Without adult education programs, our new citizens would have difficulty obtaining the English language and other basic skills they need to obtain a job, help their children with their class work, access health care, communicate with public schools, participate in community activities, and attain citizenship.
· Unless there is an infusion funding into the adult education system, many immigrants will not be able to access the services they need to fully participate in today’s society.
Proposed Solution:

Reduce the waiting lists and expand opportunities for learning by increasing availability of classes to accommodate one million additional ESOL learners a year for the next five years.

Incrementally expand adult education federal funding over the next four years from $574 million to $1 billion to increase opportunities for participation. 
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