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ACCESS TO QUALITY PROGRAMS
ISSUE:  

At current funding levels (federal state and local) the adult education system can only serve three percent of the eligible population.

DISCUSSION:

· Adult education provides services to a diverse population of adults lacking a high school diploma or the literacy skills necessary to participate fully in society.

· According to the most recent statistics, 20 percent of the adult population, or 42 million workers, family members and community members have not completed high school.   Forty percent (90 million adults) have basic skills deficiencies.

· A large number (42%) of current enrollees are immigrants in search of the language skills they need to obtain a job, help their children with their homework, and become active members of their community.

· Unemployed and underemployed workers seek adult education services to improve employment opportunities.  In the next decade, the U.S. will lack the skilled workforce necessary to fill 12 million jobs.  The majority of these high skill slots must be filled from the existing adult workforce or be outsourced to other countries.

· Without a strong investment in adult education, the system will be unable to meet service demands, leaving many Americans without the skills they require to become productive citizens.

PROPOSED RESPONSE:

To ensure access to quality adult education services, we propose the federal investment in adult education be increased from $574 to $1 billion over a four-year period.  This increase would ensure program access to eligible adults interested in adult education services.[image: image2.emf]
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